
General Instructions
Who Can Use this Application
If you are a U.S. citizen who lives or has an address 
within the United States, you can use the application in 
this booklet to:
•	
•	

•	

•	

Register	to	vote	in	your	State,
Report	a	change	of	name	to	your	voter	registration	
office,
Report	a	change	of	address	to	your	voter	
registration	office,	or
Register	with	a	political	party.

Exceptions
Please do not use this application if you live outside 
the	United	States	and	its	territories	and	have	no	home	
(legal)	address	in	this	country,	or if you are in the 
military	stationed	away	from	home.	Use	the	Federal	
Postcard	Application	available	to	you	from	military	
bases,	American	embassies,	or	consular	offices.

New Hampshire town and city clerks will accept this 
application only as a request for their own absentee 
voter	mail‑in	registration	form.
North Dakota	does	not	have	voter	registration.
Wyoming	law	does	not	permit	mail	registration.

How to Find Out If You Are Eligible to Register to 
Vote in Your State
Each	State	has	its	own	laws	about	who	may	register	and	
vote.	Check	the	information	under	your	State	in	the	
State Instructions. All States require that you be a United 
States	citizen	by	birth	or	naturalization	to	register	to	vote	
in	federal	and	State	elections.	Federal	law	makes	it	illegal	
to	falsely	claim	U.S.	citizenship	to	register	to	vote	in	any	
federal, State, or local election. You cannot	be	registered	
to	vote	in	more	than	one	place	at	a	time.

How to Fill Out this Application
Use both the Application Instructions and State 
Instructions	to	guide	you	in	filling	out	the	application.
•	

•	

First,	read	the	Application	Instructions.	These	
instructions	will	give	you	important	information	
that	applies	to	everyone	using	this	application.
Next,	find	your	State	under	the	State	Instructions.	
Use	these	instructions	to	fill	out	Boxes	6,	7,	and	8.	
Also	refer	to	these	instructions	for	information	about	
voter	eligibility	and	any	oath	required	for	Box 9.

When to Register to Vote
Each	State	has	its	own	deadline	for	registering	to	vote.	
Check	the	deadline	for	your	State	on	the	last	page	of	
this booklet.

How to Submit Your Application
Mail your application to the address listed under 
your State in the State Instructions. Or, deliver the 
application	in	person	to	your	local	voter	registration	
office.	The	States	that	are	required	to	accept	the	
national	form	will	accept	copies	of	the	application	
printed	from	the	computer	image	on	regular	paper	
stock,	signed	by	the	applicant,	and	mailed	in	an	
envelope	with	the	correct	postage.

First Time Voters Who Register by Mail
If	you	are	registering	to	vote	for	the	first	time	in	
your	jurisdiction	and	are	mailing	this	registration	
application,	Federal	law	requires	you	to	show	proof	
of	identification	the	first	time	you	vote.	Proof	of	
identification	includes:
•	
•		

A	current	and	valid	photo	identification	or
A	current	utility	bill,	bank	statement,	government	
check,	paycheck	or	government	document	that	
shows	your	name	and	address.

Voters	may	be	exempt	from	this	requirement	if	they	
submit	a	COPY	of	this	identification	with	their	mail	in	
voter	registration	form.	If	you	wish	to	submit	a	COPY, 
please	keep	the	following	in	mind:	
•	

•	

Your	state	may	have	additional	identification	
requirements	which	may	mandate	you	show	
identification	at	the	polling	place	even	if	you	meet	
the	Federal	proof	of	identification.
Do	not	submit	original	documents	with	this	
application, only COPIES.

If You Were Given this Application in a State 
Agency or Public Office
If	you	have	been	given	this	application	in	a	State	
agency	or	public	office,	it	is	your	choice	to	use	the	
application. If you decide to use this application to 
register	to	vote,	you	can	fill	it	out	and	leave	it	with	
the	State	agency	or	public	office.	The	application	
will	be	submitted	for	you.	Or,	you	can	take	it	with	
you	to	mail	to	the	address	listed	under	your	State	
in	the	State	Instructions.	You	also	may	take	it	
with you to deliver in person to your local voter 
registration	office.	
Note:	The	name	and	location	of	the	State	agency	
or public office where you received the application 
will	remain	confidential.	It	will	not	appear	on	your	
application. Also, if you decide not to use this 
application	to	register	to	vote,	that	decision	will	
remain	confidential.	It	will	not	affect	the	service	you	
receive	from	the	agency	or	office.
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Application Instructions
Before	filling	out	the	body	of	the	form,	please	answer	the	questions	on	the	top	of	the	form	as	to	whether	you	are	a	
United	States	citizen	and	whether	you	will	be	18	years	old	on	or	before	Election	Day.	If	you	answer	no	to	either	of	these	
questions,	you	may	not	use	this	form	to	register	to	vote.	However,	state	specific	instructions	may	provide	additional	
information	on	eligibility	to	register	to	vote	prior	to	age	18.

Box 1 — Name
Put	in	this	box	your	full	name	in	this	order	—	Last,	
First,	Middle.	Do	not	use	nicknames	or	initials.	
Note:	If	this	application	is	for	a	change	of	name,	please	
tell us in Box A (on the bottom half of the form) your 
full	name	before	you	changed	it.

Box 2 — Home Address
Put	in	this	box	your	home	address	(legal	address).	Do	
not	put	your	mailing	address	here	if	it	is	different	from	
your	home	address.	Do	not	use	a	post	office	box	or	
rural	route	without	a	box	number.	Refer	to	state‑specific	
instructions	for	rules	regarding	use	of	route	numbers.	

Note:	If	you	were	registered	before	but	this	is	the	first	
time	you	are	registering	from	the	address	in	Box	2,	
please tell us in Box B (on the bottom half of the form) 
the	address	where	you	were	registered	before.	Please	
give	us	as	much	of	the	address	as	you	can	remember.	

Also Note: If you live in a rural area but do not have a 
street address, or if you have no address, please show 
where	you	live	using	the	map	in	Box C (at the bottom 
of the form).

Box 3 — Mailing Address
If	you	get	your	mail	at	an	address	that	is	different	from	
the	address	in	Box	2,	put	your	mailing	address	in	this	
box.	If	you	have	no	address	in	Box	2,	you	must write in 
Box	3	an	address	where	you	can	be	reached	by	mail.

Box 4 — Date of Birth
Put	in	this	box	your	date	of	birth	in	this	order	—	
Month,	Day,	Year.	Be careful not to use today’s date!

Box 5 — Telephone Number
Most	States	ask	for	your	telephone	number	in	case	
there are questions about your application. However, 
you do not	have	to	fill	in	this	box.

Box 6 — ID Number
Federal	law	requires	that	states	collect	from	each	
registrant	an	identification	number.	You	must	refer	to	
your	state's	specific	instructions	for	item	6	regarding	
information	on	what	number	is	acceptable	for	your	
state. If you have neither a drivers license nor a social 
security	number,	please	indicate	this	on	the	form	and	a	
number	will	be	assigned	to	you	by	your	state.

Box 7 — Choice of Party
In	some	States,	you	must	register	with	a	party	if	you	
want	to	take	part	in	that	party’s	primary	election,	
caucus,	or	convention.	To	find	out	if	your	State	requires	
this,	see	item	7	in	the	instructions	under	your	State.	

If	you	want	to	register	with	a	party,	print	in	the	box	the	
full	name	of	the	party	of	your	choice.	

If you do not	want	to	register	with	a	party,	write	“no	
party”	or	leave	the	box	blank.	Do	not write in the word 
“independent”	if	you	mean	“no	party,”	because	this	
might	be	confused	with	the	name	of	a	political	party	in	
your State. 
Note: If	you	do	not	register	with	a	party,	you	can	still	
vote	in	general	elections	and	nonpartisan	(nonparty)	
primary	elections.

Box 8 — Race or Ethnic Group
A	few	States	ask	for	your	race	or	ethnic	group,	in	order	
to	administer	the	Federal	Voting	Rights	Act.	To	find	
out	if	your	State	asks	for	this	information,	see	item	8	
in	the	instructions	under	your	State.	If	so,	put	in	Box	8	
the	choice	that	best	describes	you	from	the	list	below:
•	
•	
•	
•	
•	
•	
•	

American	Indian	or	Alaskan	Native
Asian	or	Pacific	Islander
Black,	not of Hispanic	Origin
Hispanic
Multi‑racial
White,	not of	Hispanic	Origin
Other

Box 9 — Signature
Review	the	information	in	item	9	in	the	instructions	
under	your	State.	Before	you	sign	or	make	your	mark,	
make	sure	that:

(1)	You	meet	your	State’s	requirements,	and
(2)	You	understand	all	of	Box	9.

Finally,	sign	your	full	name	or	make	your	mark,	and	
print	today’s	date	in	this	order	—	Month,	Day,	Year.	
If	the	applicant	is	unable	to	sign,	put	in	Box D the 
name,	address,	and	telephone	number	(optional)	of	the	
person who helped the applicant.
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Voter Registration Application
Before completing this form, review the General, Application, and State specific instructions.

Are you a citizen of the United States of America? Yes  No
Will you be 18 years old on or before election day? Yes  No
If you checked "No" in response to either of these questions, do not complete form.
(Please see state-specific instructions for rules regarding eligibility to register prior to age 18.)

This space for office use only.

1
Mr. 
Mrs. 

Miss 
Ms.

Last Name First Name Middle Name(s) Jr 
Sr 

II 
III 
IV

2
Home Address Apt. or Lot # City/Town State Zip Code

3
Address Where You Get Your Mail If Different From Above City/Town State Zip Code

4
Date of Birth

 Month Day Year 

5
Telephone Number (optional)

6

ID Number - (See item 6 in the instructions for your state)

7
Choice of Party 
(see item 7  in the instructions for your State) 8

Race or Ethnic Group 
(see item 8 in the instructions for your State)

■  
■ 

■  

●

● 



■

■

■
9

I have reviewed my state's instructions and I swear/affirm that:
I am a United States citizen
I meet the elig ibility requirements of my state and 
subscribe to any oath required.
The information I have provided is true to the best of my 
knowledge under penalty of perjury. If I have provided false 
information, I may be fined, imprisoned, or (if not a U.S.  
citizen) deported from or refused entry to the United States.

Please sign full name (or put mark) 

Date:  

Month Day Year 

If you are registering to vote for the first time: please refer to the application instructions for information on submitting 
copies of valid identification documents with this form.

Please fill out the sections below if they apply to you.
If this application is for a change of name, what was your name before you changed it?

A
Mr. 
Mrs. 

Miss 
Ms.

Last Name First Name Middle Name(s) Jr 
Sr 

II 
III 
IV

If you were registered before but this is the first time you are registering from the address in Box 2, what was your address where you were registered before?

B
Street (or route and box number) Apt. or Lot # City/Town/County State Zip Code 

If you live in a rural area but do not have a street number, or if you have no address, please show on the map where you live.

C

Write in the names of the crossroads (or streets) nearest to where you live.

Draw an X to show where you live.

Use a dot to show any schools, churches, stores, or other landmarks
near where you live, and write the name of the landmark.

Example

Woodchuck Road 

Ro
ut

e 
#2

 

Public School 

Grocery Store

X

NORTH 

If the applicant is unable to sign, who helped the applicant fill out this application? Give name, address and phone number (phone number optional).

D

Mail this application to the address provided for your State.
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Choice of Party 
(see item 7  in the instructions for your State)
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State Instructions
 

 

   
	 	 	 	

     
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

   	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
    

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

      
	 	 	
      

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
     

         
   
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

       
       
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 
	 	 	 
	 	 	

 

	 	 	 	 	 	

     
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

     
	 	 	 	 	

        
      

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

      
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
    

	 	 	 	 	
     	

  	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

 
	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	 	 
	 	 

	 	 	 	

North Carolina 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

Registration Deadline — 
Postmarked 25 days before 
the election or received in the 
elections office or designated voter 
registration agency site by 5:00 p.m. 
25 days before the election. 

6. ID Number. Provide your North 
Carolina driver’s license number, 
or North Carolina Department 
of Motor Vehicles ID number. If 
you do not have a driver's license, 
then list the last four digits of your 
social security number.
7. Choice of Party. You must 
register with a party to vote in that 
party’s primary unless that party 
allows unaffiliated voters to vote 
in its primary. If you indicate a 
political party that is not a qualified 
party, or indicate no party, you will 
be listed as “Unaffiliated”. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. You are 
required to fill in this box. However, 
your application will not be rejected 
if you fail to do so. See the list of 
choices under the Application 
Instructions for Box 8 (on page 2).
9. Signature. To register in North 
Carolina you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of North Carolina 

and the county in which you live for 
at least 30 days prior to the election 
be 18 years of age by the day of 
the next general election 
have your rights of citizenship 

restored if you have been convicted 
of a felony 
not be registered or vote in any 

other county or state 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Mailing address: 
State Board of Elections 
P.O. Box 27255
 
Raleigh, NC 27611‑7255
 

North Dakota 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

North Dakota does not have voter 
registration. 

Ohio 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

Registration Deadline — 30 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. Your social security 
number is requested. Providing 
this number is voluntary. This 
information allows the Board of 
Elections to verify your registration if 
necessary (O.R.C. 3503.14). [Federal 
law requires that you provide your 
driver’s license number to register 
to vote. If you do not have a driver’s 
license then you will have to provide 
at least the last four digits of your 
social security number. If you don’t 
have either number you will have to 
write “NONE” on the form and the 
State will assign you a number.]
7. Choice of Party. You do not 
register with a party if you want to 
take part in that party’s primary 
election. Party affiliation is established 
by voting at a primary election. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in Ohio 
you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of Ohio 
be 18 years old on or before 
election day. If you will be 18 on 
or before the day of the general 
election, you may vote in the 
primary election for candidates only. 
not be convicted of a felony and 

currently incarcerated 
not be found incompetent by a 
court for purposes of voting 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

Mailing address: 
Secretary of State of Ohio 
Elections Division 
180 E. Broad Street — 15th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Oklahoma 
Updated: 10-29-2003 

Registration Deadline — 25 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. The last four digits 
of your social security number 
are required. (Oklahoma Title 26, 
Section 4‑112) In addition, your 
Oklahoma driver’s license number 
is requested. 
7. Choice of Party. You must 
register with a party if you want to 
take part in that party’s primary 
election, caucus, or convention. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in 
Oklahoma you must: 
• 

• 

be a citizen of the United States 
and a resident of the State of 
Oklahoma 
be 18 years old on or before the 
date of the next election 
have not been convicted of a 
felony, for which a period of time 
equal to the original sentence has 
not expired, or for which you have 
not been pardoned 
not now be under judgment as an 

incapacitated person, or a partially 
incapacitated person prohibited 
from registering to vote 

• 

• 

Mailing address: 
Oklahoma State Election Board 
Box 528800 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152‑8800 
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State Instructions
 

Oregon 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

Registration Deadline — 21 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. Federal law requires 
that you provide your driver’s 
license number to register to vote. 
If you do not have a driver’s license 
then you will have to provide at 
least the last four digits of your 
social security number. If you have 
neither, you will need to write 
“NONE” on the form. A unique 
identifying number will instead be 
assigned to you by your State.
7. Choice of Party. You must 
register with a party if you want to 
take part in that party’s primary 
election. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in Oregon 
you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of Oregon 
be at least 18 years old by 

election day 

• 
• 
• 

Mailing address: 
Secretary of State 
Elections Division 
141 State Capitol 
Salem, OR 97310‑0722 

Pennsylvania 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

Registration Deadline — 30 days 
before an election or primary. 

6. ID Number. You must supply 
a Driver's License Number, if you 
have one. If you do not have a 
Driver's License Number, you must 
supply the last four digits of your 

social Security Number. If you do 
not have a Social Security Number, 
please write “NONE” in the box.
7. Choice of Party. You must register 
with a party if you want to take part 
in that party’s primary election. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. You 
are requested to fill in this box. 
See the list of choices under the 
Application Instructions for Box 8 
(on page 2).
9. Signature. To register in 
Pennsylvania you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
at least one month before the next 
election 
be a resident of Pennsylvania and 

your election district at least 30 
days before the election 
be at least 18 years of age on the 
day of the next election 

• 

• 

• 

Mailing address: 
Office of the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth 
210 North Office Bldg. 
Harrisburg, PA 17120‑0029 

Rhode Island 
Updated: 03-28-2008 

Registration Deadline — 30 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. The applicant 
shall be required to provide his/ 
her Rhode Island driver's license 
number if the applicant has been 
issued a current and valid Rhode 
Island driver's license. In the case 
of an applicant who has not been 
issued a current and valid driver's 
license he/she must provide the 
last four (4) digits of his/her social 
security number. An applicant, 
who has neither, will be assigned a 
unique identifying number by the 
State of Rhode Island. 

7. Choice of Party. In Rhode Island, 
a person must register with a party 
if he/she wishes to take part in that 
party's primary election. A person 
who fails to register with a party at 
the time of registration may, if he/ 
she chooses, register with a party 
on the day of that party's primary 
and take part in that party's primary 
election. If a person does not 
register with a party, he/she can still 
vote in general elections and non‑
partisan primary elections.
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in Rhode 
Island you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of Rhode Island for 
30 days preceding the next election 
be 18 years old by election day 
not be currently incarcerated in a 

correctional facility due to a felony 
conviction 
not have been lawfully judged to 
be mentally incompetent 
• 

•

• 
• 

• 
 

Mailing address: 
Rhode Island State Board of 
Elections 
50 Branch Ave. 
Providence, RI 02904‑2790 

South Carolina 
Updated: 03-01-2006 

Registration Deadline — 30 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. Your full social 
security number is required. It is 
required by the South Carolina 
Code of Laws and is used for 
internal purposes only. Social 
security number does not appear 
on any report produced by the 
State Election Commission nor 
is it released to any unauthorized 
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State Instructions
 
Article II, §2, Constitution of 
Virginia (1971). 
7. Choice of Party. You do not 
have to register with a party if you 
want to take part in that party’s 
primary election, caucus, or 
convention. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in 
Virginia you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of Virginia and of the 

precinct in which you want to vote 
be 18 years old by the next May 
or November general election 
not have been convicted of a 
felony, or have had your civil rights 
restored 
not currently be declared mentally 
incompetent by a court of law 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Mailing address: 
Virginia State Board of Elections 
1100 Bank Street, 1st floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Washington 
Updated: 10-29-2003 

Registration Deadline — 30 days 
before the election (or delivered 
in‑person to the local voter 
registration office 15 days before 
the election). 

6. ID Number. You must provide 
your driver's license number. If you 
do not have a Washington driver's 
license, you must provide the last 
four digits of your Social Security 
Number. Failure to provide this 
information may prevent your 
registration from being processed. 
7. Choice of Party. You are not 
required to designate your party 
affiliation to register in Washington. 

8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in 
Washington you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a legal resident of Washington 

State, your county and precinct for 
30 days immediately preceding the 
election in which you want to vote 
be at least 18 years old by election 

day 
not be convicted of infamous 
crime, unless restored to civil 
rights 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Mailing address: 
Secretary of State 
Voter Registration by Mail 
P.O. Box 40230
 
Olympia, WA 98504‑0230
 

West Virginia 
Updated: 09-12-2006 

Registration Deadline — 21 days 
before the election. 

6. ID Number. Enter your driver's 
license number. If you do not have 
a driver’s license number, enter the 
last four numbers of your social 
security number. If you do not 
have a driver's license number 
or a social security number, an 
identification number will be 
assigned to you. 
7. Choice of Party. You must register 
with a party if you want to take part 
in that party’s primary election, 
caucus, or convention (unless you 
request the ballot of a party which 
allows independents to vote) 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Leave 
blank. 
9. Signature. To register in West 
Virginia you must: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• be a citizen of the United States 

live in West Virginia at the above 
address 
be 18 years old, or to vote in 
the primary be 17 years old and 
turning 18 before the general 
election 
not be under conviction, 

probation, or parole for a felony, 
treason or election bribery 
not have been judged “mentally 
incompetent” in a court of 
competent jurisdiction 

Mailing address:  
Secretary of State 
Building 1, Suite 157‑K 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East 
Charleston, WV 25305‑0770 

Wisconsin 
Updated: 09-12-2006 

Registration Deadline — Twenty 
(20) days before the election 
(or completed in the local voter 
registration office up to 5:00 pm. 1 
day before the election, or completed 
at the polling place on election day). 

6. ID Number. Provide your driver's 
license number, if you have no 
current and valid driver’s license, the 
last 4 digits of your social security 
number or DOT‑issued ID card 
number. 
7. Choice of Party. Not required. 
8. Race or Ethnic Group. Not 
required. 
9. Signature. To register in 
Wisconsin you must: 
be a citizen of the United States 
be a resident of Wisconsin for at 

least 10 days 
be 18 years old 
not have been convicted of 

treason, felony or bribery, or if you 
have, your civil rights have been 
restored 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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